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Professional, Practical and Profitable Design Tips
Presented by

Jan Iiams, CBA ~ Betallic LLC
Low cost elements +high perceived value = PROFIT

What a great combination—profit AND beautiful balloon designs! Here are a few tips to help you create something from almost nothing by transforming simple and inexpensive components into designs that will catch your customers eye and put jingle in your cash register!
There’s nothing like a lighter-than-air balloon to pique the interest…

You can stack ‘em, overlap em’, or get creative in their placement to make a typical balloon design more enticing and interesting. You can use imaginative color placement and step up the size of balloons to increase the visual appeal of the most ordinary of designs, adding very little to the cost, but definitely adding perceived value to your work. 
Color your way to the bank…          [image: image1.wmf]
My first recommendation is to make the Principles and Elements of Design your best friend for work that looks like its worth more—because it will be!

Learn how to use color harmony for big visual impact. Dark colors low in the design, lighter at the top to lead the eye up and through the design. Complimentary, Triadic, Monochromatic and Analogous colors all speak volumes in décor, delivery and gift designs. 
Nothing is better than quality EDUCATION to help you create work with professional looking line, harmony, rhythm, balance, mechanics and more, as well as learn how to build a profitable and successful long-term business. Professional DVD education, internet articles, distributor regional seminars, and bGallery offer hundreds of step-by-steps for designs for free at www.Betallic.com. 
Standards in the industry for arrangement tie downs might typically include:


Centerpiece—florals, containers, prop bases, styro forms, and much more.

With a little creativity and some simple techniques, you’ll see just how to replace these items with eye catching materials that are equally interesting, more profitable and which set you creatively apart from your competition. 

Deliveries—plush, candy or other treats, florals, baskets. 

Balloons themselves are the most cost effective, yet enticing part of a design.

Using balloons as a big part of the base insures profitability. Holographic and shape foils make fabulous props. Simply insert a little water with a turkey baster to weight the balloon, air fill, tape down the tail, and add a dash of ribbon tethered with a Clik-Clik™  Adhesive Hang Tab and… viola!...you have a wedding, birthday, Christmas or other occasion tie down that is secure and absolutely adorable. Pretty but inexpensive ribbon and creative color use can help reflect the personality of the event beautifully. 

Five inch latex quads in stacks with graduated sizing placement, or used to dress up inexpensive or slow moving merchandise is a great way to make less look like more. And, adding a dash of glitz with ULTRA HI-FLOAT® will enhance the simplest elements in a base.

Dressing up helium balloons with special treatments including Dior Bows (a fancy name for a single loop or accenting “half bow”) or 260’s curled at the necks of eighteen inch balloons are real attention getters that invest little of your time or money.  Five inch quad collars and/or a quick transformation of curled ribbon with a whisk of a shredder are easy and fast to do.

Adding Special effects with ULTRA HI-FLOAT® are sure winners for enticing your customers to use you again and again as well as to add a fat profit to your bottom line. Using HI-FLOAT® techniques for  inside and outside balloons add beauty, interest and texture and are simply the “icing on the cake”…Building customer loyalty with high performance balloons is the best reason of all to use HI-FLOAT® products in your delivery and décor work everyday.

Covering forms or inexpensive bases with latex balloons is easy with a puff of air and a flick of the wrist. Simply press a foam core round into a partially inflated balloon and let out the air so it surrounds the form, covering it with harmonious color and patterns. 

260s or 360s as tethers for floating balloons will add dimension and visual value to an arrangement, and allows you to use fewer helium balloons, yet fill more space.

Precision, Precision, Precision!


It’s easy with precision inflators, and if you size manually, Clik-Clik™ Slide-N-Size templates are precise, sturdy and fold away to save valuable space. For more details on the system www.magmover.com.

Adding a touch of “magic” is a great way to make not much look like it’s something terrific! My favorite tie down that makes everyone look at least twice and pads the profit nicely is my Rose Under Glass base. (Recipe follows).

One of the most impressive ways to set your work apart is with HI-FLOAT® products. Using techniques to enhance balloon float life is great for your do-ahead schedule. HI-FLOAT® builds customer loyalty with added value and adds beauty and interest to your work. What a great way to make a simple design look fabulous! You’ll leave your competitors in the dust by becoming familiar with techniques that enhance the visual value of your work. Go to www.Hi-Float.com for even more great ideas and techniques with HI-FLOAT®.
And don’t forget HI-FLOAT® Transport Bags—what an easy way to transport all your balloons to the job site—and they can be used over and over!
Clik-Clik™ has a whole line of products available through distributors to make your work more professional and easy to do. Mag Mover Magnets, Adhesive Hang Tabs and Show-N-Sells are wonderful tools that add that dash of “how did you do that?” that will capture the imagination of your customers and make your work irresistible. Don’t you love repeat customers that count on your creativity to make their event shine??? You can see these great accessories and tools at www.MagMover.com.
Finally… keep in mind inexpensive doesn’t just include the elements in the arrangements, but also your time. 

To build in the biggest of profits for a design, remember the labor to assemble low cost elements must also be done quickly. Time is money! The right training and the right equipment add consistency, speed and profitability to your production systems..
Perception is everything. 

No matter how little you spent putting a design together, don’t be afraid to charge much more than the standard markup you’ve determined is your minimum from a job cost form. Just remember to charge for the “wow”.

Have fun!   Make money!






Jan Iiams. CBA
janiiams@betallic.com
Jan’s Rose Under Glass Tie Down Recipe
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Simply over- inflate a 5 inch Crystal Clear Latex, let the air out to soften and stretch the balloon. Then walk your fingers down into the bulb of the balloon and while stretching the balloon open, place four or five aquarium marbles into the balloon and then stuff a silk rose into the balloon. Air fill, add a beautiful, airy, organza Master Bow Ribbon at the top and tie on helium balloons for a design they’ll perceive as pure magic.
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