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The Best Little Ribbon Tricks in the World:

· Save a step by learning to tie the neck of the balloon with the ribbon in the middle…it’s easy! Instead of tying the balloon and then tying on a curling ribbon tether, tie the balloon neck around the ribbon. It’s easy and very secure.

· Tidy those foil balloons tails and make them float 30% longer by tying low on the neck below the opening and use an auto shut off valve inflator. Make it pretty by folding up the portion below the knot.

· Beautiful accents in a second are made by using a ribbon shredder for soft airy tendrils, quick curls by using the outside of the scissors instead of opening and possibly tearing ribbon or making too tight curls which are not as lovely as soft curvy lines under your balloons. 

· Tethering balloons as you fill them can be tricky. Use a latex balloon to hold tight to the bouquet strings by pre-cutting your balloon ribbons and tying them into a group with an un-inflated latex balloon and stretch the neck to “grasp” the bolt near the top of your helium tank or another stationary spot in your service center. Just tie on the balloon to one end of the ribbon and let go. Each ribbon pulls out clean and easy when you gather them to arrange.

· Go “fishing” for a helium fly-away with another helium balloon on a ribbon and clear packing tape on top to capture the runaway.

Color Sells! Cash in on Winning Color Combinations:

More than any other feature, color can change a design dramatically.  Color evokes emotion and can affect people’s mood.  The key is to create color harmony that reflects the theme.
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Primary colors are red, yellow and blue.

· Secondary colors are green, orange and purple.

· Intermediate colors are red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, blue-green, blue-violet, and red-violet

Strong color harmonies are demonstrated in the centerpieces shown today. Let’s look at each one and discuss their color use…

· Monochromatic – consists of one hue or pure color and it’s tints, tones and shades


· Analogous – is three hues that lie side by side on the color wheel. For instance my favorite is red-violet, purple, and blue violet.


· Complimentary – is two hues that lie directly across from each other on the color wheel. red and green, purple and yellow, blue and orange.

· Triadic – is three hues that lie equal distances apart on the color wheel like red, blue and yellow.

The Art of Arranging Bouquets Consistently

· Table and wall templates – With a felt tip pen, mark ribbon and tape it in place in your work space for consistently measured bouquet heights. For most bouquets, 11 inch latex look best spaced every 5 inches, 16 inch balloons every 9 inches. Hold them in a tight group in one hand at one end of the ribbon and pull individual balloons one at a time from the group to each of descending marks.    

· Stack balloons in groups of three for handsome bouquets that show off bands of color more beautifully. Hold the balloon ribbons in a group of three with one hand and holding them loosely with your other hand, pull the ribbons down until the balloons touch your hand and are all on the same level. Repeat and stack each group on top of the last for a beautiful effect. This bouquet looks fabulous when topped with a harmonious foil pattern on top.


A Very “Weighty” Bouquet Issue:   

Weights are an efficient and colorful way to tame helium bouquets and you can make more money with the amazing array of choices available to party stores today. Here are some quick tips for using weights properly.  

· It’s just not cost effective to use several smaller weights when a single bigger one looks better and costs less.

· 8 gram weights will hold one 9" latex or one 18" Foil Balloon.
· 15 gram will hold one 12" latex or one 26" Foil balloon.
· 30 gram will hold one 28" to 30" 3D Foil Shape or two 12" Latex.
· 65 gram will hold 4 to 5 latex + one 18" Foil or nine 18"Foil Balloons.
· 130 gram weights will hold 10 to 12 latex + one 26" Foil Balloon.  Perfect for writing on (use permanent marker or paint pen).
· Band-O weights that fit on the wrist and Clip weights are a great way to add a little extra to a standard weight from your store.
· Always put your store label on the back of the weight.  It is great advertising — also you can attach the ribbon to the weight with the label it’s much faster than any other method.
· Encourage customers to write on the weights, as gift tags.  Use any permanent marker, like a magic marker or a sharpie.
· Weights can be customized by hot stamping, pad printing, or silk screening. They're great at parties, weddings, bar mitzvahs, and other special events. Attach a weight to each balloon in the center piece. They make great party favors.  Stick them on a magnet strip or attach a key ring. Use them on a metal board for seating tags.
· If you sell balloons with weights, you can up-sell for adding on a key ring or magnet strip.  Then it becomes a "gift" that will remembered long after the balloon is gone.  How many mothers won’t keep a kitchen magnet?  Add to that the sentimental value if it's signed by one of the kids?
Tying, Transporting and Delivery Dilemmas…

· Clothespins control bouquets and make a fun giveaway with your company name on a sticker. Pull the ribbons down until the balloons are gathered in a tight bunch and wrap the ribbons around the clothespin twice. Then clip to the weight to keep the balloons from tangling while being transported.

· Be careful when using plastic bags—they don’t allow Hi-Float to dry properly. Hi-Float is only effective once the treatment has dried inside the inflated balloon. For every hour in a bag, it loses one full day of float time if the Hi-Float is still wet. Use Hi-Float Transport Bags—Wow they’re vented and can be used for treated balloons and for transporting décor safely and easily.

· Arches transport well on the edges of cardboard boxes. Just clip the line holding the balloons with Clip weights along the sides. No tangles!

Clik-ClikTM…I didn’t know you could do this with these great products! 

· Jiffy Tape has perforations for easy tearing every 5 inches. No chasing tape tails.

· Adhesive hang tabs are FABULOUS and make easy-to-do hot air balloon treatment with 3 foot latex instead of with a hard to handle net. Just attach them equal distance apart around the balloon and tie on ribbon to tether to a basket.

· Show-N-Sells are the perfect solution for showing your seasonal balloons without taking up valuable wall or floor space. Instead, rig the display from the ceiling with a MagMover Magnet over related seasonal merchandise. 

· The Inflator/Deflator is a quiet and inexpensive way to make more profit with less damage and waste of expensive foils. Fill them up for POP sales and then deflate leftovers easily to store for sale next year.

· Ring Magnets and Mag Pole – Easy rigging for decorating and for displays…no more cherry pickers!                                                     

Expanding the Float Life of Latex

· Never lose a HI-FLOAT cap with a 260 tether—cool! Just slip a 260 neck over the little red cap on the dispenser and then tie the other end to the HI-FLOAT bottle.

· Clips…where are yours??? Never guess, always use the proper measured amount for the longest float time possible. Your customer will love your long lasting balloons much better than your competitors.

· Pearl tones will float longer if treated with Ultra HI-FLOAT a day ahead. Wrap the necks tight with a rubber band to keep them from leaking. The following day, spread the HI-FLOAT evenly and inflate.

· Use the dry method as described in the Hi-Float book to make your helium latex balloons float twice as long as the standard application of Ultra HI-FLOAT. Treat and helium fill balloons as usual and clip the necks. Let the HI-FLOAT dry 3-4 hours and then un-clip the neck of each balloon and replace the small amount of helium that was lost while the treatment was still wet. Don’t release the helium, just add a small amount after drying for double float time!                  

Hi Float Special Effects

· Make spider web balloons for Halloween sales by treating a latex balloon with Hi-FLOAT, drop in a plastic spider and air fill 2/3 full. Set aside for 24 hours to thoroughly dry. Release the air, stretch the balloon a little and inflate slowly with helium for wonderful web filled balloons. 

· How to make the best confetti balloons in the world. Treat a 16 inch clear balloon with HI-FLOAT, rub thoroughly to coat and drop in about a tablespoon of soft edged confetti. NEVER rub, pinch the neck and shake to distribute the confetti evenly and quickly inflate for a gorgeous effect.

· Food Color adds a beautiful texture and soft color to white balloons. Just treat with Hi-Float and add 2-3 drops of food coloring, rub and inflate. You can offer “Easter Eggs”, Tie Dye, Marble effects and more with this easy technique that will set your work apart.

Additional HI-FLOAT reference: www.Hi-Float.com, the informative new HI-FLOAT video and don’t forget to ask for your FREE HI-FLOAT Book.

Cool Disguises for display and column poles:

· Wow! Air-fill a 660 non-round Betallatex balloon to pre-stretch then snip off the rolled portion of the neck. Then simply slide the balloon over the top of the ½ inch conduit or similar pole, stretching to cover and then taping or tying it in place. It’s a perfect match when you use the same color non-round as the round balloons used on the column. 

Spiraling Profits from Non-Round Balloons

· 260, 160, and 360 Betallatex latex spirals can be done all by yourself by pre-inflating to stretch and then wrapping it around your wrist while holding the end as you air fill it. 

· Use spirals under helium balloons on the ceiling for fancy effects and in wrap machines.

· Cover balloon straws to create added color harmony in your arrangements. Slide in a straw and tie one end. Pretty!

Finally, use a top quality balloon. Betallatex has an amazing selection of sizes and an unparalleled color palette. Harmonious latex, foils and related gift items makes it easy for your staff to create and quickly assemble designs that will keep your customers coming back for more and more of your quality work.



Betallic welcomes new ideas and would love to give you a feature spot in our Bgallery. Send images of your designs, your name, contact and company information to: decorator@betallic.com or twister@betallic.com
Are you ready for some fast and fun techniques that will simplify labor, make designing easier, and make your party store’s work look wonderfully consistent and professional?
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For more tips, tricks and timesaving techniques you can use in your party store, check the following websites:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.betallic.com" ��www.betallic.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.balloonweights.net" ��www.balloonweights.net�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hi-float.com" ��www.hi-float.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.magmover.com" ��www.magmover.com�











